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White House Report, June 15: Afghanistan, 
Iraq

Bush, Karzai meet with U.S. Afghan Women’s 
Council; U.S. wants security assurances before 
Saddam Hussein transfer

BUSH REAFFIRMS U.S. COMMITMENT TO AF-
GHANISTAN 

White House Press Secretary Scott McClellan told re-
porters June 15 that President Bush and Afghanistan’s 
President Hamid Karzai met with the United States Af-
ghan Women’s Council to reaffirm their commitment 
to Afghan women and women’s empowerment. 

The council, created by Bush and Karzai in January of 
2002 to help Afghan women gain important skills and 
education, “is announcing a new health advisory com-
mittee to build on its earlier major initiatives, such as 
the $5 million rural education and community health 
care initiative, which just graduated its first class of 25 
trained midwives,” McClellan said.

According the White House spokesman, President 
Bush reiterated the U.S.’s ongoing commitment to 
Afghanistan and the political and civil transformation 
under way there. 

Bush and Karzai also discussed the growing role of 
Afghan women in Afghanistan’s September elections.

According to Karzai, 35 percent of Afghanistan’s reg-
istered 3.8 million voters are women. He said that the

June 16, 2004

White House Report, June 15: Afghanistan, 
Iraq

Bush, Karzai meet with U.S. Afghan Women’s Council; 
U.S. wants security assurances before Saddam Hussein 
transfer ................................................................. 1

New Afghan Initiatives Promote Growth, 
Education, Democracy

Programs also target women’s education, private sector 
development.......................................................... 2

U.S. Backs Observer Status for Taiwan at 
World Health Assembly

Bush signs law supporting Taiwan’s participation in 
World Health Organization .................................... 6

State Department Urges Delay in Passport 
Upgrade

Technological challenges thwart adoption of biometric 
passports .............................................................. 7



2US Mission Daily Bulletin   

June 16, 2004

Afghan government hopes to increase that percentage to 
40 by the elections.

SECURITY ASSURANCES SOUGHT FOR SADDAM 
HUSSEIN HANDOVER

President Bush said June 15 the United States will hand 
over former Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein to the interim 
Iraqi government once adequate security is in place to 
ensure he does not escape trial. 

According to news reports, a senior Iraqi official said 
Iraqi authorities want to file criminal charges against 
Saddam Hussein and other top leaders of the former 
regime before the June 30 transfer of sovereignty to the 
new Iraqi government. 

The president said the Coalition Provisional Authority 
(CPA) is working with Iraq’s interim government to en-
sure that security measures are in place before transfer-
ring Saddam Hussein to the Iraqi government.

White House Press Secretary Scott McClellan said “we 
want to see him face justice from the Iraqi people on the 
atrocities he committed over the decades.”

U.S. troops captured Saddam Hussein in December near 
his home town of Tikrit and he has been in U.S. custody 
since, held as a prisoner of war at an unknown location. 

When asked about a recent statement from Vice Presi-
dent Cheney about the long established ties between al 
Qaeda and Saddam Hussein, the spokesman said, “We 
talked about the ties between al Qaeda and the former 
regime before the decision was taken to remove that 
regime from power, and they were certainly supporting 
suicide bombers throughout the Middle East.”

At a June 14 speech in Florida, Cheney said Saddam 
Hussein was a “patron of terrorism” and had “long estab-
lished ties” with al Qaeda.

McClellan noted that senior al Qaeda associate Abu 
Musab al-Zarqawi was in Iraq before the decision was 
taken to remove the Saddam Hussein regime.

The spokesman also addressed the legality of keeping 
Saddam Hussein detained, saying that United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 1546 “provides authority for 
the multinational force to continue to detain individuals 
in Iraq after June 30 and detain new individuals where it 
is necessary for security purposes.”

“We’re going to work in cooperation and close coordi-
nation with the interim government,” McClellan said, 
“That’s what we have been doing and that’s what we will 
continue to do.”

New Afghan Initiatives Promote Growth, 
Education, Democracy

Programs also target women’s education, private 
sector development

Following is the text of a June 15 State Department fact 
sheet detailing the new initiatives promoting peace, pros-
perity and democracy in Afghanistan:

U.S. Department of State
Bureau of South Asian Affairs
Washington, DC
June 15, 2004

New Initiatives for a Peaceful, Prosperous, and Demo-
cratic Afghanistan

Following their meeting at the White House today, U.S. 
President George W. Bush and Afghanistan President 
Hamid Karzai issued a joint statement describing a 
partnership for the future between the United States and 
Afghanistan. Following are details of the key elements 
and new initiatives in that partnership.

Millions of Afghan citizens are building a better future 
for their country -- peaceful, democratic, and a more 
prosperous future. Less than three years ago, Afghanistan 
was home to terrorist training camps and a brutal regime. 
Today, Afghanistan is a liberated country with an inter-
nationally recognized government, functioning national 
institutions, a growing economy, and a public empow-
ered with unprecedented rights and protections.

I. PROMOTING DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE

1. Parliamentarian Training Program

-- USAID will initiate a $5 million two-year parliamen-
tary strengthening program to support the new Afghan 
legislature, which will have two chambers -- the Wolesi 
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Jirga (directly elected lower house) and the Meshrano 
Jirga (indirectly elected upper house).

-- The parliamentary strengthening program will help 
Afghans develop the structure of the parliament, provide 
training and orientation for new members, develop stand-
ing rules and procedures, establish procedures for hiring 
and training legislative staff, provide civic education 
for the public, and develop relations with other bodies 
engaged in legislative drafting, including the Ministry of 
Justice.

-- The program’s goal is to help the Afghan parliament 
become an effective and viable legislative body.

-- USAID’s efforts, coordinated closely with those of 
other international donors, will complement ongoing 
efforts in related fields, such as rule of law, electoral 
strengthening, and good governance initiatives.

2. Support for Free and Fair Elections

-- USAID is providing nearly $70 million to support 
elections. This includes $27 million in contributions and 
in-kind assistance for the voter registration process; $24 
million for elections themselves; and about $16 million 
for voter education, poll worker training, domestic moni-
toring and technical support to political parties, the Joint 
Election Management Board and other Afghan entities.

II. INVESTING IN PEOPLE

1. Cultural and Educational Exchange Programs

-- Fulbright Student Program: Twenty Afghan univer-
sity students will begin a one-year, non-degree higher 
education program in the U.S. These students will focus 
on public policy, public administration, English teach-
ing and other areas essential to rebuilding Afghanistan’s 
institutions.

-- Teacher Exchange: At least 36 Afghan women English 
teachers and school administrators will undergo intensive 
professional development in modern teaching techniques 
at the University of Nebraska, Omaha.

-- International Visitors Program: Sixty-four Afghan 
civic leaders will visit the U.S. for three weeks to study 
issues such as “Administration of Justice,” “Islam in 
America,” “American Higher Education,” “Local Gov-
ernment Administration,” and “The Role of the Indepen-
dent Media in a Democracy.”

-- Hubert H. Humphrey Program: Nine mid-career Af-
ghan professionals will commence one-year professional 
development programs at American universities this fall.

-- High School Exchange: Forty Afghan teenagers will 
live with American families and attend high school for 
one year on the Partnerships for Learning (P4L) “Youth 
Exchange and Study (YES)” program.

-- American Corners: Seven sites offering donated book 
collections, computers and on-line resources, worth 
$50,000 each, will open in libraries and universities 
across Afghanistan.

-- Citizen Exchanges Programs: Seven partnerships be-
tween American and Afghan non-governmental organiza-
tions, including:

-- Islamic Life in the United States: Leading American 
and South Asian scholars of Islam, including Afghans, 
will build stronger ties through examination of the role 
of Islam in their societies under the leadership of the 
University of Louisville.

-- Three-tiered Approach to Disability Awareness in 
Afghanistan: St. Louis University, collaborating with 
the University of Texas-El Paso, the Ministry of Public 
Health of Afghanistan, and two Afghanistan-based health 
care NGOs, will promote disability awareness in Af-
ghanistan.

-- Afghanistan Women-led Small Business Development: 
American and Afghan businesswomen will partner in a 
project focused on Afghan handicrafts and production 
methods to assist them in designing and manufacturing 
products in Afghanistan that can be subsequently sold in 
the U.S.

-- Women’s Educational Leadership for Afghanistan: Af-
ghan educational administrators and community leaders 
will study different American approaches to education 
and literacy training.

-- Women’s Political, Educational, and Economic De-
velopment for Afghanistan: Afghan women leaders will 
study modern leadership tools and create action plans for 
developing their institutions.

-- Afghanistan Educational Development and Literacy 
for Women and Girls: Female Afghan adult educators or 
managers of educational services will learn how to edu-
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cate women and out-of-school girls and to manage the 
educational services provided by their organizations.

-- Women’s Leadership Development Program Afghani-
stan: Afghan women will receive leadership training 
focused on political participation and expanding educa-
tion, healthcare and employment opportunities.

2. Institution Building Initiatives
Women’s Teacher Training Institute:

-- In 2000 UNESCO estimated that only 3 percent of Af-
ghan girls were participating in primary education. With 
the defeat of the Taliban, that percentage has grown enor-
mously; but historically, few village girls have attended 
school, and many villages have never had a school 
within walking distance. This lack of access has led to 
one of the lowest female literacy rates in the world.

-- The USAID-sponsored Women’s Teacher Training In-
stitute in Kabul will develop an innovative rapid teacher-
training program to address the dire need for literacy 
teachers across Afghanistan. The Institute will provide 
accelerated literacy, numeracy and life skills programs 
that target remote rural communities where children, 
girls in particular, may not have access to school.

-- To accomplish this, the center will create a workshops 
training process that enables young people to become 
community-based teachers, work with the Ministry of 
Education to develop standards and certification for lit-
eracy trainers and teachers, include boys and young men 
in the program to encourage community acceptance and 
support, and engage and develop the capacity of women-
led non-governmental organizations and groups when-
ever possible to provide literacy training and leadership 
in education.

-- Over the next two years, the program will train a cadre 
of provincial trainers and community-based literacy 
teachers and reach thousands of students. It will create a 
model and structure that can be replicated, expanded and 
sustained by local communities. This initiative is part of 
a $100 million USAID education program in Afghani-
stan.

III. STRENGTHENING ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

1. Women’s Private Sector Initiative:
-- Moving away from survival strategies to long-term, 
sustainable economic activities will be a difficult shift for 
the women of Afghanistan, given cultural norms and 23 

years of war and upheaval. However, Afghanistan’s en-
trepreneurial spirit remains alive and well and recent sur-
veys have shown that business confidence is very high, 
with 97% of business owners expecting their businesses 
to grow larger in the coming year. The challenge now is 
to manage that growth and ensure that women’s roles in 
economic growth are recognized and strengthened.

-- The goal of the Women’s Private Sector Initiative is 
to increase the direct participation of Afghan women in 
economic activities and private sector markets. To ac-
complish this, USAID is dedicating $5 million to fund 
grants for small business start-ups and to provide training 
on business management, property rights under Islamic 
law and assistance in accessing sensitively delivered 
legal assistance in more transparent administrative and 
judicial processes.

-- The program will also serve as an umbrella of ac-
tivities specifically targeting women, including health, 
education, income generation, and governance, linked 
with women’s Community Development Councils and 
proposed community-owned centers that provide cultur-
ally appropriate spaces for women’s activities. The Com-
munity Development Councils across the country are 
helping develop democracy at a grassroots level.

-- Over the two-year life of this project the initiative aims 
to provide Afghan women with sustainable jobs, basic 
business and management skills training, and a self-sus-
taining micro-finance facility.

-- The first women’s private sector grant, currently 
in process, will be awarded to Arzu, a U.S. organiza-
tion formed to promote the development and export of 
Afghan carpets. The Women’s Private Sector Initiative is 
part of over $60 million in USAID programs focusing on 
Afghan women.

2. USG Intention to Pursue TIFA

-- The proposed Trade and Investment Framework 
Agreement will create a bilateral forum to deepen trade

and investment relations between the United States and 
Afghanistan.

-- The TIFA is a flexible instrument that would incor-
porate some initial undertakings to improve economic 
ties and would establish a senior level Joint Council that 
would meet regularly.
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-- The United States has negotiated TIFAs with a num-
ber of countries, including Pakistan and Central Asian 
Countries.

3. Afghanistan’s Intention to Pursue WTO Observer 
Status

-- Afghanistan submitted a letter in 2003 initiating 
the process for WTO membership. An application for 
observer status at the WTO will be a good interim step 
toward accession.

-- WTO observer status provides access to WTO capac-
ity building assistance and the opportunity to attend and 
learn from WTO meetings, including ministerial confer-
ences.

4. Construction of Industrial Parks

-- USAID will begin work on the construction of three 
industrial parks to be located in Mazar-e-Sharif, Kanda-
har, and Kabul to promote foreign and domestic invest-
ment in Afghanistan. Over three dozen countries form 
part of an expansive coalition supporting security and 
reconstruction efforts.

IV. ENHANCING SECURITY

1. Long-term Security Arrangement

-- The U.S. seeks to strengthen its security partnership 
with Afghanistan by working jointly to further develop 
and strengthen key Afghan national security institutions 
over the long-term. This partnership will promote U.S. 
and Afghan interests in enhancing internal stability, re-
gional security, and international cooperation in the war 
against terrorism.

-- The U.S. is fulfilling its commitment to help the Af-
ghan National Army establish its Central Corps. On June 
17, 2004, with the graduation of the 20th ANA battalion, 
the U.S. will have helped train and equip over 10,000 
soldiers, completing the Central Corps.

-- President Karzai recently announced that the Afghan 
National Army (ANA) will begin establishing regional 
commands this summer.

-- The U.S. is committed to helping Afghanistan build 
these regional commands, including by training and 
equipping the forces needed and establishing logistics

and support structures to sustain them. To that end, we 
will seek to increase capacity for ANA battalions.

-- Through the establishment of the Central Corps and 
the regional commands of the ANA, the capability of the 
Afghan central government to provide for the security of 
the Afghan people will be greatly enhanced.

-- The U.S. will also continue to build on our ongoing 
security assistance partnership with the Afghan govern-
ment, including through further strengthening and reform 
of the Ministry of Defense and General Staff.

-- The U.S. reaffirms its full support to President Karzai’s 
war on drugs in an effort to build a strong economy 
free of drug trafficking. We will continue to support the 
Afghan government’s comprehensive fight against the 
drug trade, including assistance in eradication, interdic-
tion, drug law enforcement, alternative development, and 
demand reduction.

V. ACKNOWLEDGING INTERNATIONAL COOP-
ERATION

1. Multilateral Support for Afghan Reconstruction

-- The international community’s efforts in support of 
Afghanistan’s reconstruction and rehabilitation remain a 
hallmark of the campaign to liberate the Afghan people, 
who were on the frontline of the global war on terror.

Education and Health

-- The governments of France, Germany, Italy, Japan, 
and the U.S. are building and/or renovating schools. 
Over 360 schools have been completed, with 285 more 
to be completed by June. Germany, Italy, and the U.S. 
are all building clinics; over 270 have been completed, 
with 160 more scheduled to be completed by June.

Roads and Water

-- Japan and the U.S. are cooperating on the construction 
of the Kandahar-Herat road, and are building secondary 
and bypass roads. Italy is supporting the rehabilitation of 
the Kabul-Bamiyan road, and the EC is supporting the 
Kabul-Jalalabad road.

-- Germany and Japan have contributed to the rehabilita-
tion of the municipal water system of Kabul; Germany 
has also helped rebuild the water supply system in Herat, 
and to road repair in Kabul and Kunduz; and Japan is 
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helping to establish a public transportation system.
Private Sector

-- France, Italy, Japan, the U.S. and the EC are all sup-
porting agriculture, with various projects, including for 
irrigation, seeds, and animal vaccinations. Canada, the 
U.K., and the U.S. are supporting the Micro Investment 
Facility for Afghanistan, which will provide funds for 
lending and capacity building. Japan is providing assis-
tance for the First Microfinance Bank of Afghanistan.

-- Germany is helping the Afghan government create an 
investment-friendly environment, setting up the neces-
sary legal framework to attract investment.

Several nations are providing technical assistance and 
advice on budget, customs, and taxation.

Security and Rule of Law

-- The U.S. and Germany are training police officers, 
with 18,000 trained so far. The U.K., France, and the 
U.S. are training and equipping the Afghan National 
Army, with nearly 10,000 soldiers trained.

-- Canada, the UK, Germany, France, Italy, and many 
other nations are all participating in the International Se-
curity Assistance Force (ISAF), and the U.S. command-
ing Operation Enduring Freedom.

-- G-7 members are also assisting with demining and Ja-
pan, with the U.N., is leading efforts on demobilization, 
disarmament, and reintegration (DDR).

-- Italy is supporting justice sector reform including 
technical assistance to the legislative department of the 
Afghan Ministry of Justice, rehabilitating courts, and 
training justice operators.

-- The U.K. leads the international coordination on coun-
ternarcotics with support from the U.S. on the imple-
mentation of a comprehensive counternarcotics strategy 
aimed at interdiction, eradication, and alternative liveli-
hood programs.

U.S. Backs Observer Status for Taiwan at 
World Health Assembly

Bush signs law supporting Taiwan’s participation 
in World Health Organization

President Bush signed legislation on June 14 authoriz-
ing Secretary of State Colin Powell to initiate a plan 
to endorse and obtain observer status for Taiwan at the 
annual summit of the World Health Assembly, the annual 
meeting of members of the World Health Organization, 
according to a statement released by the White House on 
the same day.

Following is the text of the president’s statement:

Statement by The President
(Liberty, Missouri)
June 14, 2004

Today, I have signed into law S. 2092, an Act concerning 
participation of Taiwan in the World Health Organiza-
tion. The United States fully supports the participation of 
Taiwan in the work of the World Health Organization, in-
cluding observer status. The United States has expressed 
publicly its firm support for Taiwan’s observer status and 
will continue to do so. Consistent with the President’s 
constitutional authority to conduct the Nation’s foreign 
affairs, the Executive shall construe the Act to be con-
sistent with the “one China” policy of the United States, 
which remains unchanged, and determine the measures 
best suited to advance the overall goal of Taiwan partici-
pation in the World Health Organization. The executive 
branch also shall construe the reporting requirement in 
section 1(c) of the Act in a manner consistent with the 
President’s constitutional authority to withhold infor-
mation the disclosure of which could impair foreign 
relations, the national security, the deliberative processes 
of the Executive, or the performance of the Executive’s 
constitutional duties. As a matter of comity, the Secretary 
of State will continue to keep the Congress appropri-
ately informed of the matters addressed by the reporting 
requirement.

GEORGE W. BUSH

THE WHITE HOUSE,
June 14, 2004.
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State Department Urges Delay in Passport 
Upgrade

Technological challenges thwart adoption of 
biometric passports

The Department of State is urging Congress to postpone 
a legal deadline on the adoption of more sophisticated 
passports because neither international nor U.S. immi-
gration agencies are able to meet the October 26 target.

Assistant Secretary of State for Consular Affairs Maura 
Harty told the Senate Judiciary committee June 15 that 
the technological challenges involved in introducing bio-
metric features to passports are too great for nations to 
meet the 2004 deadline set by Congress in the Enhanced 
Border Security and Visa Entry Reform Act of 2002.

Biometrics indicators are features that can be definitively 
linked to a given individual, such as fingerprints. The 
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) has 
recommended that facial recognition technology become 
the preferred technology for passports. 

Facial recognition technology takes use of the standard 
photo identification card to a new level of sophistica-
tion. Rather than a border official comparing a face to 
a passport photo, a camera at the port of entry captures 
the traveler’s image, then a computer validates the facial 
characteristics of the individual presenting the passport 
and the passport itself. 

“We face complex technological and operational issues,” 
said Harty, explaining the problems of ensuring the 
readability and security of the system. “Working through 
these hard issues takes time.” 

Harty said manufacturers have just begun producing the 
advanced computer chips that must be embedded in the 
passports, so neither the United States nor other nations 
have been able to produce even the first biometric pass-
ports for testing. 

Congress had wanted to require the more sophisticated 
passports of travelers from the 27 nations that are cur-
rently participants in the Visa Waiver Program. Lacking 
the biometric passport, these travelers would need a visa 
to travel to the United States under the 2002 law.

While the Departments of State and Homeland Security 
propose a two-year postponement of the requirement 
for biometrics, Judiciary Committee Chairman Senator 

Orrin Hatch suggested at the June 15 hearing that na-
tions should work to meet their goals within a one-year 
postponement of the deadline. He expressed concerns 
that a failure to increase border security through more 
sophisticated immigration procedures leaves the nation 
vulnerable to terrorists. 


